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It is with uLmoŞL indignation that the wor].d confederation of Labour (wcl,) has
taken note of the judgment by the Istanbuı second Mititary court in the tlial
of the Turkish trade union confederation DISK and it§ meınberş. Eive.years afLer
the first sutıımons of the powerfui confederation by the military authorities,
the judgment t"ıas plonounced late ]ast year | 264 active trade union members
weıe given prison sentenceŞ from 1to 15 yeaİs. whereas DISK and 28 of its
Lrade federations were banned. several Executive corrunit tee meınber§, includ,ing
president Abdullah Basturk. were sentenced Lo ten years' iJıprisonmen! and, in
aidition to three yearsl house arrest.

De5pj-te a11 their efforts the military authorities have not Şucceeded in
depicting DIsK and its members as terrorists. They stuck to their gun5,
however. and saw to it that most §entences were passed on the basis of a very
far-fet,ched interpretation of article 141 (on subversion) of the penal cod,e.
wh-ich nas modified after the rnilitary coup of 12 septenüer 1980. The criroina]-
offences DISK allegedly commİtted, airned at burying the confederation in t,he
fir,t, place. Tho.e currently in power did not like its unse],fish defence of the
rrorkers l rights and its consistent aspiration after an economically and.
socialıy just societ,y.

The wc], considers the judgment by the Military court, a travesty of democratic
l,egal standards and an encroachment on the internationaıly recognized t,rade
union rights- In addition, the judgment confirms that there is no question of
economic democratization in Turkey : a very 1ar9e part of the workers is no
]onger abJ-e to have themselves ıegally represented by a trade union of their
own flee choice. As a matter of fact, t.he recent opening of a free trade zone
in Turkey, in which trade unions are completely banned,,
fits in the same repressive atmosphere.

since the wcl, $rhich represents 88 organization in a],J- continents, has always
stood by DIsK in its struggle against injustice and exploitation and, wi11
continue to do so, it hıi]-], take action rüithin the İLo and the councİl of EuroPe
and chaJ-lenge the judgmenL.

Bıusse]"s, 7 January 19 8?
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LE JUGEMENT RENDU AU PROCES CONTRE LA DİSK CONF|RME L.ABSENCE DE
L|BERTE sYNDlcALE EN TuRQulE

c'osl avoc indignation quo la conf6döraıion Mondiaıe du Travail (cMT) a aPPrıs ls jugomenı rendu Par lesecond Tribunal Milataire d'ıstamboul, a l'issuo du procğs contİo la contğddiaıion syn'oicaıe DlsK et sesaffiliiis. cinq ann6ss aPrğs que Ia puissante centrale syndica|a ait 6iğ citğa en jusiice poui. la piemiöie
fois Par les autorit6s militairos, |o Verdict ost lombğ a la fin do l,ann6e dlrniöre : 264 miliıants
syndicaux se sont vus condamner Ö des peines do prison allant do 1 ö 15 ans de prison, tandis que laDlsK gt 28 do sğs organİsations professionn9llgs affİliğes ont 6t6 interdites. Par ailleurs, plusiours
membres du Bursau ex6cutif de la DlsK, parmi lesquels le Prğsidenü AMullah Basturk ,seront mis en
rğsidence surveillğe pendanı 3 ans, en plus de leur p€ine de prison de 1o ans.

Bisn que les autorit6s mili'taires se soient offoİcdes par loutes les voies possibles de faire passer les
alfili6s de la D|SK Pour des lerrorisles auprös de la population turquo, ellos ny sont pas arriv6es. Elles
n'en onı Pas d6mordu et ont Veill6 ö, ce que la Plupart dos sentsnc€s soient piononcdes sur base d,une
interpr6tation €xlr6me do l'article 141 du Code p6nal modifid i la suito du coup d,Etat du 12 sğPıgmbre
198o €t portant spdcifiquom9nt sur los activat6s suwersives. L€s soi-disanis ddlits aonı est accus6g la
D|sK visai€nt on Premier lieu a enterrar ıe röla de la conr6dğration syndicale DISK. Mais, les nouveaux
d6tenıours du pouvoir so sont peu souciğs do dğfendro impartialem€nı les droits des travaillours et de
recherchor do maniöre cons6quenlo uno socı6t6 6conomiquoment et socialgmont juste.

Pour la cMT, la d6cision du tribunal militaire bafoue |es rögtes d6mocratıqu€s de droit €t 6ll€ est gn
contradiction avec les droits syndicaux internationalemonl raconnus. En ouire, le jugement du tribunal
ne fait que confirmer qu'il n'ost nullemont quostlon d'une d6mocratisation oconomiquJ en Turquie : unegrando majorit6 dos travaillqı'rs n€ p€ut dğsormais plus so 
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l'organ|sation do lour choix, la D|SK .D'aillğurs, la rğconlo ouverluro d'une zon€ franche e-n Turquie, au
sein do laquelle le§ organisations syndicales n€ sont pas admises ,va dans la m6m€ ligne r6pressive.

Parce que, dans sa lutte, oll€ a ıoujours d6sapprouv6 €ı continuera A s'opooser a l,iniustico gt
|'oxPloiıalion, la CMT, qui r9pr6s9nto 88 organisations syndicalos dans'İous les continents,
ontropr6ndİa dos dğmarchos (notamm€nt dans le cadro do l'olT 9ı du Conseil de l,Europe) pour contesler
celle rdcente d6cision.

Bruxollos, le 7 janvier 1987
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